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Don't forget to follow our social media and check out our website

Randalstown Arches 
Association

Randalstown Arches @randalstownarch

@randalstownarches www.randalstownarches.com



As the last bit of warm weather and long evenings starts to disappear, it has been a very
busy few months in Randalstown Arches Association offices. Our week long health fair
has been in full swing (our longest one yet!), and we have been getting prepared for
Autumn/Winter 2023 planning courses and room bookings - we are fully booked most
days!

We have a number of courses now lined up for Autumn/Winter 2023 - more information
can be seen on page 6 about these with more due to come in the new year of 2024-
hopefully something will catch your eye!

We are looking forward to our AGM which will be held on Monday 20th November 2023
at 7pm in Arches Community Hall. Everyone is welcome to attend the AGM though
please note that only Arches members can vote. We hope to see you all there. 
Would you like to become a member of Randalstown Arches Association? Get in touch
with the office for an application form. 

As we look forward to the spooks of Halloween, we also look forward to the buzz of
Christmas as it begins for 2023. As in the past few years, the Christmas Light's Switch On
will be ran by Antrim and Newtownabbey Borough Council in John Street Car Park with
some help from Randalstown Arches Association - keep an eye on Antrim and
Newtownabbey Council’s social media for full details. 
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A heartwarming act of kindness that unfolded during Randalstown Health Fair Week! 
An anonymous donor generously contributed £2,500 to Randalstown Arches Association to support a
worthy cause in our community. 
After careful consideration, the association decided to pay it forward to an organization close to our hearts:
Randalstown Autism Support Group.
During the Autism Night event at Health Week, members of Arches board had the privilege of presenting
this donation to Randalstown Autism Support Group, whose incredible work touches the lives of so many
individuals and families. We're immensely grateful for the spirit of giving that thrives, and we look forward
to seeing the positive impact this donation will have on our friends at Randalstown Autism Support.
Together, we can make a difference! Thank you to our anonymous donor for their generosity and to
everyone who supports our community initiatives. Let's continue to make Randalstown a place filled with
love, support, and unity.
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Randalstown Arches Association Chairman George Graham pictured 
with Jennifer Speedie of Randalstown Autism Support Group

Randalstown Arches Association AGM for 2023 will be held on Monday 20th November at 7.00pm in
ARCHES Community Hall.
Everyone is welcome though please note that you must be a member to be eligible to vote ✍️🗳
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HEALTH FAIR 
In a world where the pace of life seems to be ever-accelerating, taking time out to prioritize our health can
sometimes fall by the wayside. However, it's heartwarming to witness a community that recognizes the
importance of wellness coming together for a common cause. We want to express our sincere gratitude to
everyone who joined us at the recent health fair, making it a resounding success. Your presence and
participation were instrumental in spreading awareness and fostering a culture of health and well-being
within our community.  We would also like to thank Randalstown Pharmacy and Impact Network NI for their
help and support in making the week possible.

Perhaps the most heartwarming aspect of the health fair was the sense of community that pervaded the
event. It was inspiring to witness neighbors coming together, engaging in conversations about health, and
supporting one another on their wellness journeys. The fair served as a reminder that when we work together,
we can create a healthier and happier community for everyone. We hope to run some more health based
events in the new year so keep an eye out for those. 
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TRAINING COURSES

Through this course, students will learn skills such as how to examine a casualty, familiarize themselves with
basic life support and learn how to control bleeding and trauma. Students will learn the skills to overcome a
potentially threatening situation long enough for medically trained individuals to arrive on scene. Other
essential first aid skills are taught such as treating burns and scalds as well as assisting a choking individual.
Registration essential.
Given all the demonstrations have been carried out successfully, students will be awarded with an Ofqual
certification.
Wednesday 25th & Thursday 26th October - 6:30-9:30PM
Please note, attendance is required on both evenings to complete certificate.
£40.00 full course (concession available)

OfQual Certified Emergency First Aid

This course is suitable for people who need to be qualified in first aid as they care for babies and children at
home or in a professional setting. It covers a range of topics such as but not limited to - how to help a baby
or child who is unresponsive and not breathing, choking, bleeding, burns and sickness. 
Registration essential. There is a small exam on the last evening - students will then be awarded with an
Ofqual certification.
Wednesday 1st, Thursday 2nd & Friday 3rd November (6-10PM)
Please note, attendance is required at all three evenings to complete certificate.
£70.00 full course (concession available)

OfQual Certified Paediatric First Aid

Ran by Ballymena Tai Chi, these classes are known for their gentle approach to movement and ability to
improve flexibility, balance, breathing, and strength. Emphasizing the mind-body connection and encourage
students to adopt a regular practice for maximum physical and mental health benefits. Registration not
needed - just come along!
Running each Wednesday morning 10:30am-12noon 
£6 per class 

Tai Chi

Yoga is a great way to find peace and quiet -  a place to relax and unwind whilst having a bit of a stretch. It
will ease out those sore shoulders, aching back and help clear your mind. Registration essential.
5 week course beginning Friday 6th October 10-11AM
£42 for 5 weeks (concession available)

Yoga

Please note, registration is required for all courses
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TRAINING COURSES

Come along and join a fun, relaxing evening with Christmas based cooking demonstrations by Bronagh from
Bakehouse NI - a small family business passionate about food, our local beautiful countryside and produce.
You will go home with some tasters of the food created right before your eyes along with new skills and
ideas.
Why not bring along your own bottle of wine - sit back, relax and enjoy!
Friday 8th December - 6:30PM
Admission: £20.00 (By Ticket ONLY) – Available from Arches office.

Christmas Cooking Demonstration

This course is for anyone who works in a setting where food is cooked, prepared or handled. Most people in
the food industry fall under this category.
This is for all food handlers who prepare and serve food directly to the consumer. Food handlers can satisfy
their legal requirement by taking this course.
Certification will require attendance on 6th & 13th November unless you are a refresher - refreshers need
only attend 13th November.
£40 full course. £35 refresher
£30 full course concession. £25 refresher concession
*Anyone who is over 60 or unemployed is eligible for concession rate*

Certified Food Hygiene

To register for any of our courses, you can send us an email to
info@randalstownarches.com, give us a call on 028 9447 8471 or call into the office

Monday - Friday (9AM-5PM)

If you have an idea for a course, please get in touch and we e will do our best to try and
run it!



C o n g r a t u l a t i o n s  t o  a l l  p u p i l s ,  s t a f f  a n d  p a r e n t s  a t  M o n e y n i c k  P S ,  w o r k i n g  
t o g e t h e r  t h e y  a c h i e v e d  t h e  T a k e  5  S t e p s  t o  W e l l b e i n g  L e v e l  3  A c c r e d i t a t i o n .
A s  a  s c h o o l ,  t h e y  u s e  t h e  T a k e  5  s t e p s  t o  p r o m o t e  w e l l b e i n g ,  n o t  o n l y  w i t h  
t h e i r  p u p i l s ,  b u t  a l s o  w i t h  s t a f f ,  p a r e n t s ,  a n d  t h e  w i d e r  s c h o o l  c o m m u n i t y .  
T a k e  5  c o m p l e m e n t s  t h e i r  ‘ H e a l t h  a n d  W e l l  B e i n g  S t r a t e g y ’  a n d  i t s  k e y  
t h e m e s  o f  C o n n e c t i n g ,  L e a r n i n g ,  B e i n g  A c t i v e ,  T a k i n g  N o t i c e  a n d  G i v i n g  a r e
c e n t r a l  t o  t h e i r  s c h o o l  e t h o s .  T h e y  a r e  d e l i g h t e d  t o  h a v e  a c h i e v e d  t h e  h i g h e s t  a w a r d  i n  j u s t  o n e  
a c a d e m i c  y e a r .  I f  y o u  w i s h  t o  e x p l o r e  h o w  t h e y  m a n a g e d  t h e i r  s u c c e s s ,  h i t  t h e  T a k e  5  t a b  o n  t h e i r
h o m e  p a g e  a t  w w w . m o n e y n i c k p s . c o m  a n d  s p e n d  t i m e  r e a d i n g  a b o u t  a n d  v i e w i n g  t h e  p i c t u r e s  a n d
v i d e o s ,  d o c u m e n t i n g  t h e i r  a m a z i n g  j o u r n e y .

T h e  E c o  –  C o u n c i l  l e d  t h e  R S P B  W i l d  C h a l l e n g e  a c t i v i t i e s  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  p a s t  y e a r .  
T h e i r  h a r d  w o r k  w a s  r e w a r d e d  a s  t h e y  a c h i e v e d  t h e  G o l d  W i l d  C h a l l e n g e  A w a r d  2 0 2 3 ,  t h e  
o n l y  P r i m a r y  S c h o o l  i n  N o r t h e r n  I r e l a n d  t o  h a v e  a c h i e v e d  t h e  G o l d  A w a r d  t w o  y e a r s  
r u n n i n g .  

T h e y  s u c c e s s f u l l y  c o m p l e t e d  t h e i r  t h i r d  a n n u a l  S u m m e r  S c h e m e  w i t h  a  w a t e r  
f i g h t  a n d  b a r b e q u e .   T h e  w e e k ’ s  a c t i v i t i e s  i n c l u d e d  a r t s  a n d  c r a f t s ,  t e n n i s ,  
h o c k e y ,  f o o t b a l l ,  h u r l i n g  a n d  m u c h ,  m u c h  m o r e .  E v e r y o n e  h a d  s o  m u c h  f u n  a n d
t h e y  a r e  a l r e a d y  o n  t h e  c o u n t d o w n  t o  t h e i r  A n n u a l  P o p c o r n  P a r t y  d u r i n g  t h e  
u p c o m i n g  C h r i s t m a s  S e a s o n .

T h e i r  H e a l t h  a n d  H a p p i n e s s  P r o j e c t  w a s  c h o s e n  f o r  t h e  T e s c o  C o m m u n i t y  G r a n t s  
S c h e m e .  T h e  p r o j e c t  w i t h  t h e  m o s t  v o t e s  w i l l  r e c e i v e  £ 1 , 5 0 0 .  I f  s u c c e s s f u l ,  t h e  
f u n d i n g  w o u l d  s u p p o r t  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n ’ s  e m o t i o n a l  h e a l t h  a n d  w e l l b e i n g  b y  i n v e s t i n g  
i n  r e s o u r c e s  f o r  t h e i r  o u t d o o r  p l a y .  T h e  p u p i l s  a n d  s t a f f  o f  M o n e y n i c k  P S  a s k  y o u  
k i n d l y  t o  p l e a s e  d o n a t e  y o u r  t o k e n s  w h e n  y o u  v i s i t  a n y  o f  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  T e s c o  
S t o r e s :  A n t r i m  E x t r a ,  B a l l y m e n a  o r  C r u m l i n .

T h e  s t a f f  o f  M o n e y n i c k  d i s c o v e r e d  f i r s t - h a n d  t h e  b e n e f i t s  o f  p l a y i n g  h a n d b a l l  t o  
p r o m o t e  t h e i r  m e n t a l  w e l l b e i n g ,  f i t n e s s  a n d  f u n d a m e n t a l  s k i l l s ,  w h i l e  e n j o y i n g  
g o o d  c r a i c  a n d  r e c o n n e c t i n g  a s  a  t e a m  d u r i n g  a  S t a f f  D e v e l o p m e n t  O n e  W a l l  
W o r k s h o p  i n  C a r g i n  G A C  c o a c h e d  b y  F i o n a  S h a n n o n ,  U l s t e r  G A A .  T h e y  w i s h  t o  
a c k n o w l e d g e  F i o n a ’ s  d e d i c a t i o n  t o  t h e  s p o r t  a n d  t o  C a r g i n  G A C  f o r  t h e i r  c o n t i n u e d  
s u p p o r t .  P r i m a r y  6 / 7  p u p i l s  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  t h e i r  O n e  W a l l  h a n d b a l l  t r a i n i n g  w i t h  
F i o n a  S h a n n o n  u n t i l  H a l l o w e ’ e n .

T h e y  i n t r o d u c e  t h e i r  P r i m a r y  1  C l a s s  2 0 2 3 .  T h e  p u p i l s ,  s t a f f  a n d  g o v e r n o r s  o f  M o n e y n i c k  w i s h  t h e m
l o t s  o f  f u n  a n d  h a p p i n e s s  a s  t h e i r  n e w  a d v e n t u r e  b e g i n s … … .

 
 

SCHOOL NEWS
MONEYNICK PS
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M a y  a n d  J u n e  2 0 2 3  r o u n d e d  o f f  a n o t h e r  b u s y  a n d  f u n - f i l l e d  y e a r  a t  R a n d a l s t o w n  C e n t r a l .  I n  M a y
t h e  s t a f f  a n d  c h i l d r e n  w e l c o m e d  C o m m o n w e a l t h  s w i m m e r  D a v i d  T h o m p s o n  t o  t h e i r  s c h o o l  a s  p a r t
o f  a  s p o n s o r e d  s p o r t i n g  e v e n t .  C h i l d r e n  t o o k  p a r t  i n  a  r a n g e  o f  e x e r c i s e s  a n d  t h e n  e n j o y e d  a
p r e s e n t a t i o n  a n d  q u e s t i o n  a n d  a n s w e r  s e s s i o n  w i t h  D a v i d  T h o m p s o n .  T h e  s c h o o l  w e r e  a l s o  l u c k y
e n o u g h  t o  h a v e  a  v i s i t  f r o m  t h e  N o r t h e r n  I r e l a n d  W o m e n ’ s  F o o t b a l l  c a p t a i n ,  w h o  p u t  t h e  p u p i l s
t h r o u g h  t h e i r  p a c e s  w i t h  a  r a n g e  o f  t r a i n i n g  a c t i v i t i e s .

A t  t h e  s t a r t  o f  J u n e  t h e  c h i l d r e n  i n  P r i m a r y  7  m a d e  t h e i r  a n n u a l  r e s i d e n t i a l  t r i p  t o  t h e
S h a r e  C e n t r e  i n  E n n i s k i l l e n .  W h i l s t  h e r e  t h e y  e n j o y e d  t a k i n g  p a r t  i n  a  r a n g e  o f  
a c t i v i t i e s  i n c l u d i n g ,  p a d d l e  b o a r d i n g ,  k a y a k i n g ,  o r i e n t e e r i n g ,  w a l l  c l i m b i n g  a n d  
a r c h e r y ,  t o  n a m e  a  f e w .  T h e  c h i l d r e n  h a d  a  f a n t a s t i c  t i m e  a n d  t h e  e x p e r i e n c e  
r e m a i n e d  a  f i r m  f a v o u r i t e  w i t h  e v e r y o n e  i n v o l v e d !

J u n e  a l s o  s a w  t h e  r e t u r n  o f  t h e  s c h o o l ’ s  a n n u a l  S p o r t ’ s  D a y  c e l e b r a t i o n s ,  w i t h  c h i l d r e n  f r o m
R e c e p t i o n  t o  P r i m a r y  7  t a k i n g  p a r t  i n  a  r a n g e  o f  s p o r t i n g  a c t i v i t i e s  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  d a y .  T h e
s c h o o l  w e r e  r e a l l y  p l e a s e d  t o  w e l c o m e  s u c h  h u g e  n u m b e r s  o f  e n t h u s i a s t i c  s u p p o r t e r s  a n d  w i s h  t o
t h a n k  t h e  P T A  f o r  p r o v i d i n g  r e f r e s h m e n t s  f o r  t h e  s p e c t a t o r s .

 

T h e  C e n t r a l  f a m i l y  a l s o  s a i d  f a r e w e l l  t o  a n o t h e r  g r o u p  o f  P r i m a r y  7  p u p i l s  w i t h  a  r a n g e  o f  e v e n t s ,
m o s t  n o t a b l y  t h e  P 7  L e a v e r s ’  p l a y .  C h i l d r e n  w o r k e d  h a r d  f o r  t h e  l a s t  t e r m  a n d  p r o d u c e d  a
p e r f o r m a n c e  f i t  f o r  B r o a d w a y !  T h e  c h i l d r e n  a l s o  e n j o y e d  a  b a r b e c u e  a n d  a c t i v i t y  e v e n i n g  o n  t h e
s c h o o l  g r o u n d s .

  

T h e  s c h o o l  s a i d  g o o d b y e  t o  P r i m a r y  1  t e a c h e r ,  M r s  J a n e t  M c K a n e ,  a s  s h e  r e t i r e d  a f t e r  3 5  y e a r
t e a c h i n g  a t  t h e  s c h o o l .  M r s  M c K a n e  w a s  a  m u c h  l o v e d  t e a c h e r  w i t h  t h e  p u p i l s ,  p a r e n t s  a n d  s t a f f
a n d  w i l l  b e  g r e a t l y  m i s s e d  b y  t h e  w h o l e  c o m m u n i t y .  E v e r y o n e  w i s h e s  h e r  a  l o n g ,  h a p p y  a n d
h e a l t h y  r e t i r e m e n t !  

T h e  w e l l b e i n g  o f  t h e  s c h o o l  c o m m u n i t y  c o n t i n u e s  t o  b e  a  p r i o r i t y  f o r  t h e  s c h o o l  t h i s  y e a r .  L a s t
y e a r  t h e y  t o o k  p a r t  i n  C y c l e  A g a i n s t  S u i c i d e ’ s  “ M i n d  M e ,  M i n d  Y o u ”  p r o g r a m m e  a c r o s s  t h e
s c h o o l ,  r e c e i v i n g  a c c r e d i t a t i o n  f o r  t h e i r  w o r k  i n  t h i s  a r e a .  T h i s  w o r k  w i l l  r e m a i n  a  g r e a t  f o c u s  a s
t h e y  b e g i n  t h e  2 0 2 3 / 2 0 2 4  s c h o o l  y e a r .

A u t u m n  t e r m  b r i n g s  w i t h  i t  g r e a t  e x c i t e m e n t  a n d  p o s s i b i l i t i e s ,  a s  c h i l d r e n  m o v e  t o  n e w  c l a s s e s ,
r e a d y  t o  c o n t i n u e  t h e i r  l e a r n i n g  j o u r n e y .  S o m e  k e y  e v e n t s  t h e  s c h o o l  a r e  l o o k i n g  f o r w a r d  t o  i n
t h e  A u t u m n  t e r m  a r e  t h e  r e c o m m e n c e m e n t  o f  t h e  a f t e r n o o n  S k i l l  S c h o o l  c l u b ,  a  P T A  d i s c o ,
B r e a k f a s t  w i t h  S a n t a  o p e n  m o r n i n g  f o r  p r o s p e c t i v e  p u p i l s  a n d  w e l c o m i n g  M r  H u l l a b a l o o  a n d
f r i e n d s  f o r  a  p a n t o m i m e  p e r f o r m a n c e  o f  J a c k  a n d  t h e  B e a n s t a l k  i n  D e c e m b e r .  T h e  s c h o o l  l o o k
f o r w a r d  t o  w e l c o m i n g  y o u  t o  t h e i r  C h r i s t m a s  f e s t i v i t i e s  a n d  c o n c e r t s  t o w a r d s  t h e  e n d  o f  A u t u m n
t e r m .         

SCHOOL NEWS
CENTRAL PS
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R e s i d e n t i a l  t o  G a n a w a y ,  M i l l i s l e
O n  1 6 t h  a n d  1 7 t h  M a y ,  P 5  t o  P 7  p u p i l s  h a d  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  g o  f o r  a  R e s i d e n t i a l  t o  
G a n a w a y  a c t i v i t y  C e n t r e ,  M i l l i s l e .  C h i l d r e n  h a d  a  b r i l l i a n t  t i m e  b y  t a k i n g  p a r t  i n  
c l i m b i n g ,  t e a m  g a m e s ,  l a z e r  t a g ,  a r c h e r y ,  z i p  l i n i n g  a n d  m i n i  g o l f .  T h e y  e v e n  h a d  
t i m e  t o  m a k e  s ’ m o r e s  o v e r  a  c a m p  f i r e ,  h a v e  a  t a l e n t  s h o w  a n d  g o  f o r  a  p a d d l e  i n  
t h e  b e a c h . T h e  c h i l d r e n  a n d  s t a f f  h a d  t h e  b e s t  t i m e  a n d  t h e i r  o n l y  r e g r e t  w a s  t h a t  
t h e y  d i d n ’ t  s t a y  l o n g e r !

M o y  P a r k / Y o u n g  E n t e r p r i s e  –  E n t e r p r i s e  C h a l l e n g e  a t  T u l l y g l a s s  H o t e l
D u n e a n e  P S  P 6  a n d  P 7  c l a s s e s  j o i n e d  w i t h  M o n e y n i c k  P r i m a r y  S c h o o l  t o  t a k e  p a r t  i n  
t h e  M o y  P a r k  C h a l l e n g e  2 0 2 3  a t  T u l l y g l a s s  h o t e l .  T h e  c h i l d r e n  g o t  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  
l e a r n  a b o u t  h e a l t h y  e a t i n g  a n d  e n t e r p r i s e .  T h e  c h i l d r e n  w o r k e d  w i t h  c h i l d r e n  f r o m  
o t h e r  s c h o o l s  t o  c o m e  u p  w i t h  a  n e w  c h i c k e n  b r a n d  p r o d u c t .  O n e  o f  t h e i r  p u p i l s  w o n  
t h e  d r e s s  u p  c h a l l e n g e  t o o !  T h e  c h i l d r e n  a l l  g o t  g o o d y  b a g s  a t  t h e  e n d .  T h e y  s e n d  a  b i g  t h a n k  y o u
t o  M o y  P a r k  a n d  Y o u n g  E n t e r p r i s e  f o r  h o s t i n g  a n d  o r g a n i s i n g  t h i s  w o n d e r f u l  e v e n t !  

B o w l i n g  a t  O l d  B l e a c h  B o w l i n g  g r e e n
O n  2 4 t h  M a y  o u r  P 4  t o  P 7  c l a s s e s  w e r e  i n v i t e d  b y  O l d  B l e a c h  B o w l i n g  C l u b  t o  
g i v e  o u t d o o r  b o w l s  a  t r y .  T h e  c h i l d r e n  g o t  t o  h a v e  f u n  a n d  p r a c t i c e  t h e i r  
t h r o w i n g  a n d  a i m  w i t h  j u n i o r  b o w l s  t h a t  t h e  c l u b  s u p p l i e d .  G a m e s  i n c l u d e d  
b o w l i n g  t o  a  t a r g e t  m a t ,  h i t t i n g  p o i n t s ,  s c o r i n g  p o i n t s  o n  a  b o w l i n g  w e d g e  
a n d  b o w l i n g  ‘ B a t t l e s h i p s ’ .  
W i t h  e x p e r t  c o a c h i n g  f r o m  D a m i e n  M c I l r o y  a n d  P h i l i p  S c o t t  t h e  c h i l d r e n  h a d  a  g r e a t  t i m e !  

S p o r t s  D a y  2 0 2 3
D u n e a n e  P S  S p o r t s  D a y  w a s  h e l d  o n  2 n d  J u n e  2 0 2 3  a t  1 0 a m  a t  J o h n  B e l l ' s  f i e l d  b e h i n d  t h e  C h u r c h .
A l l  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n  f r o m  R e c e p t i o n  t o  P 7  t o o k  p a r t  i n  t h e  s p r i n t ,  b e a n b a g  j u m p / s a c k  r a c e ,  b a t  a n d
b e a n b a g / b a t  a n d  b a l l  r a c e ,  b e a n b a g / j a v e l i n  t h r o w ,  h o o p s / s h u t t l e  r u n  a n d  t h e  h o u s e  t e a m  r a c e .
T h e y  a l s o  h a d  a  t o d d l e r s ,  M u m m y s / w o m e n s ,  a n d  D a d d y s / m e n s  r a c e  t o o .  T h e y  a l l  h a d  a  b r i l l i a n t
S p o r t s  D a y  a n d  e v e r y o n e  e n j o y e d  t h e m s e l v e s  t o o .  E v e r y  c h i l d  g o t  a  m e d a l  a n d  h a d  a  g r e a t  t i m e
w i t h  p l e n t y  o f  s m i l e s !  

E c o  W e e k  2 0 2 3
F o r  E c o  W e e k  t h e y  d i d  s o m e  g a r d e n i n g ,  c a r r i e d  o u t  s o m e  E c o  A r t  a n d  h a d  t h e  R S P B  o u t  f o r  a  B u g
H u n t !  T h e y  h a d  a  g r e a t  t i m e  e x p l o r i n g  t h e i r  b e a u t i f u l  s c h o o l  g r o u n d s .

A u t i s m  N I  A w a r d
E m m a  f r o m  A u t i s m  N I ,  p r e s e n t e d  t h e  s c h o o l  w i t h  t h e i r  I m p a c t  A w a r d  E d u c a t i o n  C h a m p i o n s  p l a q u e !
O v e r  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  l a s t  y e a r ,  D u n e a n e  P r i m a r y  S c h o o l  h a v e  i m p l e m e n t e d  a d j u s t m e n t s  f o r  a u t i s t i c
p u p i l s  a n d  s t a f f  i n  l i n e  w i t h  t h e  A u t i s m  ( A m e n d e d )  A c t  2 0 2 2 .  T h e y  w i l l  n o w  b e  f e a t u r e d  o n  t h e
A u t i s m  N I  w e b s i t e .  W e l l  d o n e  t o  M r s  A n d e r s o n  a n d  M r s  H u t c h i n s o n  f o r  a l l  t h e  w o r k  a n d  e f f o r t
t h e y ' v e  p u t  i n t o  a c h i e v i n g  y e t  a n o t h e r  v e r y  i m p o r t a n t  a n d  p r e s t i g i o u s  a w a r d  f o r  D u n e a n e  P r i m a r y
S c h o o l !
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B e s t  i n  S h o w  S c a r e c r o w  w i n n e r s  -  G a r d e n  I r e l a n d  S h o w ,  A n t r i m  C a s t l e
O n  1 7 t h  J u n e ,  t h e y  w e r e  a w a r d e d  t h e  B e s t  i n  S h o w  f o r  p r o d u c i n g  a  ‘ R e a l l y  R u b b i s h  S c a r e c r o w ’
w h i c h  w a s  g o o d  a t  a t t r a c t i n g  b i r d s  a n d  b u g s .  T h e  c h i l d r e n  c a m e  u p  w i t h  t h e  i d e a s  t o  m a k e  t h e
s c a r e c r o w ,  s u c h  a s  m i n i  b u g  h o t e l s  f o r  l e g s ,  b i r d  s h e l v e s  w i t h  n e s t s  a n d  b r a n c h e s  f o r  b i r d s  t o
n e s t  a n d  s i t  o n .  O n e  o f  t h e  c h i l d r e n  c a m e  u p  w i t h  t h e  i n g e n i o u s  i d e a  o f  c a l l i n g  o u r  s c a r e c r o w
‘ R o b b i e  A s h ’  –  w h i c h  s o u n d e d  l i k e  ‘ r u b b i s h ’ .  T h e  s c a r e c r o w  w a s  m a d e  o u t  o f  r e u s e d  w a s t e
m a t e r i a l s .  
T h e  a w a r d  w a s  a n n o u n c e d  b y  U T V ’ s  P a m e l a  B a l l a n t i n e  a n d  p r e s e n t e d  b y  t h e  g a r d e n  d e s i g n e r
D i a r m u i d  G a v i n .  T h e y  w e r e  p r e s e n t e d  w i t h  a  b e a u t i f u l  t r o p h y  f r o m  A n t r i m  a n d  N e w t o w n a b b e y
C o u n c i l  a l o n g  w i t h  a  n e w  b e n c h  a n d  a  s u b s t a n t i a l  m o n e y  v o u c h e r  f r o m  C r e a t i v e  G a r d e n s .  T h a n k
y o u  t o  t h e  o r g a n i s e r s  A n t r i m  a n d  N e w t o w n a b b e y  C o u n c i l  f o r  r u n n i n g  t h i s  c o m p e t i t i o n  a n d  t o  t h e
s p o n s o r s ,  C r e a t i v e  G a r d e n s  f o r  p r o v i d i n g  t h e  p r i z e s .  A  f a n t a s t i c  e f f o r t  f r o m  t h e  w h o l e  s c h o o l  t e a m
a n d  a  v e r y  v e r y  p r o u d  m o m e n t  f o r  t h e  S c h o o l ! .  ‘ R o b b i e  A s h ’  n o w  t a k e s  p r i d e  o f  p l a c e  i n  t h e i r
g a r d e n s .  

P 7  L e a v e r s  A s s e m b l y
O n  2 6 t h  J u n e ,  t h e y  h a d  t h e i r  P 7  L e a v e r s  a s s e m b l y ,  w h e r e  t h e  c h i l d r e n  g o t  t o  s h a r e
t h e i r  m e m o r i e s  o f  h a p p y  t i m e s  a t  D u n e a n e  P r i m a r y  S c h o o l  i n  v a r i o u s  v i d e o s  
m o n t a g e s ,  p e r f o r m  t a l e n t s ,  s a y  a  p o e m  a n d  s i n g !  T h e  c h i l d r e n  w e r e  p r e s e n t e d  w i t h
t h e i r  r e c o r d  o f  a c h i e v e m e n t s  a n d  g i f t s  t o  r e m e m b e r  t h e i r  t i m e  a t  D u n e a n e  P r i m a r y  
S c h o o l .  T h e y  f i n i s h e d  o f f  w i t h  t e a ,  c o f f e e  a n d  t r e a t s ,  k i n d l y  p r o v i d e d  b y  t h e i r  P T A .  
A  l o v e l y  w a y  t o  c e l e b r a t e  w i t h  t h e i r  P 7 s !  T h e y  w i s h  t h e s e  l o v e l y  c h i l d r e n  a l l  t h e  v e r y  b e s t  i n  t h e
n e x t  c h a p t e r  o f  t h e i r  e d u c a t i o n  a n d  i n  t h e  f u t u r e  a h e a d .

S u m m e r  t e r m  t r e a t s  –  U l s t e r  f r y s  a n d  I c e - c r e a m !  
T h e y  h a d  a  w h o l e  s c h o o l  U l s t e r  f r y  a n d  i c e - c r e a m  f r o m  a n  i c e - c r e a m  v a n  a s  t h e y  e n j o y e d  t h e  f i n e
w e a t h e r  i n  J u n e !  

 
C h a r i t y  p r e s e n t a t i o n  t o  C a n c e r  F u n d  f o r  C h i l d r e n
T h e y  p r e s e n t e d  a  c h e q u e  t o  C a n c e r  F u n d  f o r  C h i l d r e n  f o r  t h e  a m a z i n g  t o t a l  o f  
£ 1 4 0 0 !  R e b e c c a  f r o m  t h e  c h a r i t y  s p o k e  a t  t h e i r  a s s e m b l y  a n d  r e c e i v e d  t h e  m o n e y .  
T h e y  h o p e  t h a t  t h e i r  c h a r i t y  d o n a t i o n  c a n  h e l p  t h o s e  c h i l d r e n  a n d  f a m i l i e s  a f f e c t e d  
b y  c a n c e r .  T h a n k  y o u  t o  E V E R Y O N E  f o r  r u n n i n g  a n d  s u p p o r t i n g  t h e i r  c h a r i t y  e v e n t s !  
W h a t  a  s u p e r  t o t a l  f o r  a  w e l l - d e s e r v e d  c h a r i t y !

S t a r t  o f  a  n e w  S c h o o l  y e a r  2 0 2 3 / 2 4 .
I t  w a s  g r e a t  t o  s e e  a l l  t h e  c h i l d r e n  a r r i v e  f o r  t h e i r  f i r s t  d a y  b a c k  a t  D u n e a n e  P r i m a r y  S c h o o l !  A
l o v e l y  f a m i l y  f e e l i n g !  T h e y  h a v e  s o  m a n y  e x c i t i n g  t h i n g s  p l a n n e d  f o r  a n o t h e r  y e a r  a t  D u n e a n e
P r i m a r y  S c h o o l !  I f  y o u  w o u l d  l i k e  y o u r  c h i l d  t o  j o i n  t h e  D u n e a n e  P r i m a r y  S c h o o l  ‘ f a m i l y ’ ,  p l e a s e
c a l l  t o  a r r a n g e  a  t o u r  o f  t h e  S c h o o l !  
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S h a r e d  E d u c a t i o n  T r i p  t o  t h e  J e t  C e n t r e
O n  T h u r s d a y  2 5 t h  M a y  p u p i l s  a n d  s t a f f  h e a d e d  o f f  o n  t h e i r  S h a r e d  S c h o o l  T r i p  t o  
t h e  J e t  C e n t r e  i n  C o l e r a i n e .  F i r s t l y ,  t h e y  e n j o y e d  a  g a m e  o f  t e n  p i n  b o w l i n g .  A f t e r  
l u n c h  t h e y  r e l a x e d  i n  t h e  c i n e m a  w a t c h i n g  t h e  ' S u p e r  M a r i o '  m o v i e .  E v e r y o n e  h a d  a
f a n t a s t i c  t i m e  a n d  w o n d e r f u l  m e m o r i e s  w e r e  m a d e .

 
S h a r e d  S p o r t s  D a y
T h e  s u n  s h o n e  b r i g h t l y  f o r  t h e i r  ‘ S h a r e d  S p o r t s  D a y ’  a t  M o n e y n i c k  P r i m a r y .  T h e  
c h i l d r e n  w e r e  o r g a n i s e d  i n t o  t e a m s  n a m e d  a f t e r  t h e i r  f a v o u r i t e  M a r i o  c h a r a c t e r s .  
T h e y  h a d  l o t s  o f  c o m p e t i t i v e  a c t i v i t i e s  t o  c o m p l e t e  i n c l u d i n g  o b s t a c l e  c o u r s e s ,  
p i n g  p o n g  t a r g e t s ,  p a s s i n g  t h e  h o o p ,  b a s k e t b a l l ,  s p l a s h  a n d  d a s h  t o  n a m e  a  f e w !  A
w e l l - e a r n e d  t r e a t  o f  r e f r e s h m e n t s  w a s  e n j o y e d  b y  a l l .  A  m e m o r a b l e  d a y  f o r  
e v e r y o n e .  

‘ T h i n k i n g  o u t d o o r s ’  –  S h a r e d  L e s s o n s
T h e  c h i l d r e n  h a d  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  e n g a g e ,  c o  –  o p e r a t e  a n d  e x p l o r e  i n  t h e i r  
l e a r n i n g  t h r o u g h  v a r i o u s  e d u c a t i o n a l  e x p e r i e n c e s  o u t d o o r s  a t  M o n e y n i c k  P r i m a r y  
S c h o o l .  T h e  C h i l d r e n  w e r e  a b l e  t o  e x p e r i e n c e  a  v a r i e t y  o f  l e a r n i n g  a c t i v i t i e s  i n  
L i t e r a c y ,  N u m e r a c y ,  S c i e n c e ,  A r t ,  D r a m a ,  P D M U  a n d  P h y s i c a l  E d u c a t i o n  o v e r  t w o  
d a y s .  T h e  c h i l d r e n  u s e d  m a n y  i m p o r t a n t  s k i l l s  a n d  m o s t  i m p o r t a n t l y  h a d  f u n  i n  t h e i r
l e a r n i n g  a n d  g e t t i n g  t o  k n o w  m o r e  a b o u t  e a c h  o t h e r  a n d  m a k i n g  f r i e n d s h i p s  w h i c h  
w e  h o p e  t o  b u i l d  o n  n e x t  y e a r !

S h a r e d  E d u c a t i o n a l  T r i p  t o  T o o m e  E e l  F i s h e r y
L e a r n i n g  a b o u t  t h e i r  i d e n t i t y  a n d  c u l t u r e  a r e  k e y  a s p e c t s  t o  t h e i r  p a r t n e r s h i p .  A s  a
s p e c i a l  t r e a t  d u r i n g  t h e  l a s t  w e e k  o f  t e r m  t h e y  m a d e  a  v i s i t  t o  t h e  E e l  F i s h e r y ,  
T o o m e b r i d g e  t o  l e a r n  a b o u t  t h e  h e r i t a g e  o f  t h e i r  f i s h i n g  c o m m u n i t y  a r o u n d  L o u g h  
N e a g h .  A n  e x c e l l e n t  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  l e a r n  a b o u t  t h e i r  l o c a l  e n v i r o n m e n t  a n d  
c o n c l u d e  t h e i r  s t r o n g  s h a r e d  p a r t n e r s h i p  f o r  t h e  a c a d e m i c  y e a r .  E v e r y o n e  l o v e d  
t h e i r  d a y  a t  t h e  f i s h e r y  a n d  w e r e  b u z z i n g  w i t h  e x c i t e m e n t  a n d  k n o w l e d g e  o n  t h e i r  
r e t u r n .  A  v e r y  p o s i t i v e  e x p e r i e n c e  i n d e e d !  

A s  t h e y  c o n c l u d e d  t h e i r  p a r t n e r s h i p  f o r  t h e  a c a d e m i c  y e a r  t h e  p o s i t i v e  o u t c o m e s  o f  t h e i r
p a r t n e r s h i p  w e r e  e v i d e n t  t h r o u g h  t h e i r  f r i e n d s h i p s  a n d  f u n  t h r o u g h o u t .  T h e y  g a v e  t h e  c h i l d r e n  a n
o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  g i v e  t h e i r  o p i n i o n s  o n  t h e i r  S h a r e d  E d u c a t i o n  p r o g r a m m e  a n d  a l l  r e s p o n s e s  w e r e
u n a n i m o u s l y  p o s i t i v e .  T h e  f o l l o w i n g  r e s p o n s e  f r o m  t h e  M o n e y n i c k  S c h o o l  C o u n c i l  e n c a p s u l a t e s
t h e  p o s i t i v i t y  a b o u t  t h e  w o n d e r f u l  w o r k  t h e i r  S c h o o l s  h a v e  d o n e  t h r o u g h  S h a r e d  E d u c a t i o n  i n  t h e
2 0 2 2 / 2 3  y e a r :   ‘ W e  m a d e  n e w  f r i e n d s  a n d  h a d  s o  m u c h  f u n .  W e  c a n ’ t  w a i t  t o  m e e t  a g a i n  a f t e r  o u r
S u m m e r  h o l i d a y s . ’ .

B o t h  D u n e a n e  a n d  M o n e y n i c k  P r i m a r y  S c h o o l s  v a l u e  t h e i r  S h a r e d  E d u c a t i o n  p r o g r a m m e  a n d  t h e
g o o d  t h a t  i t  d o e s  f o r  c o m m u n i t y  r e l a t i o n s  i n  t h e  r u r a l  a r e a  a n d  t h e y  l o o k  f o r w a r d  t o  w o r k i n g
t o g e t h e r  i n  t h e  2 0 2 3 / 2 4  S c h o o l  y e a r ,  e v e n  t h o u g h  t h e y  a r e  b e i n g  h i n d e r e d  b y  v e r y  s i g n i f i c a n t
c u t s  t o  t h e i r  S h a r e d  E d u c a t i o n  b u d g e t .  
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T h e  S u m m e r  T e r m  w a s  a  v e r y  b u s y  t e r m  a t  M a i n e .  T h e r e  w e r e  l o t s  o f  s c h o o l  t r i p s  i n  J u n e .  T h e
P r i m a r y  1  a n d  P r i m a r y  2  v i s i t e d  t h e  F a r m .  P r i m a r y  4  v i s i t e d  t h e  z o o  f o r  t h e i r  e n d  o f  y e a r  t r i p ,
P r i m a r y  6  a n d  P r i m a r y  7  h a d  a  j o i n t  t r i p  t o  B a n g o r  a n d  E x p l o r i s .  

T h e y  w e r e  s a d  t o  w a v e  g o o d b y e  t o  t h e i r  P r i m a r y  7  c l a s s .  A f t e r  t h e i r  f i n a l  a s s e m b l y ,  t h e  c h i l d r e n
c e l e b r a t e d  w i t h  a  b a r b e c u e .  T h a n k  y o u  t o  t h e  F r i e n d s  o f  M a i n e  w h o  h e l p e d  t o  s p o n s o r  t h e  P r i m a r y
7  h o o d i e s .  

T h e  s c h o o l  c o u n c i l  o r g a n i s e d  t h e i r  f i r s t  e v e r  u n i f o r m  s w a p  w h i c h  t u r n e d  o u t  t o  b e  a  f a n t a s t i c
s u c c e s s .  I t  w a s  g r e a t  t o  s e e  a l l  t h e  u n i f o r m s  b e i n g  r e u s e d  a n d  n o t  e n d i n g  u p  i n  l a n d f i l l .  

T h e  p a r e n t s  w e r e  v e r y  s u p p o r t i v e  o f  t h e  B o o k  F a i r  w h i c h  r a i s e d  o v e r  £ 1 , 0 0 0  a n d  t h e y  w e r e  a b l e  t o
r e p l e n i s h  t h e i r  c l a s s  l i b r a r i e s .  

I t  w a s  a  r e a l  p r i v i l e g e  t o  h o s t  a n  O l y m p i c  A t h l e t e  i n  t h e  s u m m e r  t e r m .  T h e  c h i l d r e n  e n j o y e d  t h e
o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  t a k e  p a r t  i n  t h e  o r g a n i s e d  a c t i v i t i e s  a n d  r a i s e  a d d i t i o n a l  c a s h  f o r  n e w  P . E .
e q u i p m e n t .

P r i m a r y  5 ,  6  a n d  7  a t t e n d e d  a n  e x c e l l e n t  p r e s e n t a t i o n  a b o u t  t h e  d a n g e r s  o f  t h e  i n t e r n e t .  T h e y  a l s o
f o u n d  o u t  h o w  t o  k e e p  s a f e  w h e n  u s i n g  t h e  i n t e r n e t .  T h e  d a y  w a s  s p o n s o r e d  b y  I m p a c t .

O n e  o f  o u r  p u p i l s  l e t  t h e i r  k i n d n e s s  s h i n e  t h r o u g h  l a s t  t e r m  w h e n  t h e y  s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  o u r  s c h o o l
s h o u l d  b e  d o n a t i n g  i t e m s  t o  t h e  l o c a l  f o o d  b a n k .  T h e  b r i g h t  i d e a   l e d  t o  t h e  c o l l e c t i o n  o f
h u n d r e d s  o f  f o o d  i t e m s  f r o m  o u r  g e n e r o u s  f a m i l i e s .  T h e s e  i t e m s  w e r e  t h e n  d o n a t e d  t o  l o c a l
f o o d b a n k  ' T h e  J a m  S t o r e ' .

A  h u g e  c o n g r a t u l a t i o n s  t o  t h e  w e l l - b e i n g  a m b a s s a d o r s  a n d  M r  S t r i c k l a n d  w h o  w e r e  a w a r d e d  L e v e l
1  a s  p a r t  o f  t h e i r  T a k e  5  i n i t i a t i v e .  M r  S t r i c k l a n d  a t t e n d e d  t h e  c e l e b r a t i o n  e v e n t .

M a i n e  I P S  a r e  s o  p r o u d  o f  t h e i r  P r i m a r y  1 s  w h o  h a v e  m a n a g e d  t o  s e t t l e  i n t o  s c h o o l .  T h e y  a r e
m a n a g i n g  t o  s t a y  u n t i l  2 . 0 0 p m  e a c h  d a y  a f t e r  o n l y  o n e  w e e k . . .

F i n a l l y ,  t h e y  a r e  v e r y  p r o u d  t o  a n n o u n c e  t h a t  M a i n e  I n t e g r a t e d  P r i m a r y  S c h o o l  i s  c e l e b r a t i n g  t h e
p r o v i s i o n  o f  2 0  y e a r s  o f  I n t e g r a t e d  E d u c a t i o n  i n  R a n d a l s t o w n .  T h e y  h a v e  a  n u m b e r  o f  e x c i t i n g
e v e n t s  p l a n n e d  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  t h i s  a n d  w i l l  k e e p  y o u  i n f o r m e d  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  y e a r .
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SCHOOL NEWS
MAINE IPS



GREAT RANDALSTOWN BAKE OFF

MAHON COMES TO RANDALSTOWN

COMMUNITY NEWS
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Mahon’s Way will run an episode based on
Randalstown on Thursday 2nd November on UTV at
8:30pm. Don’t forget to tune in and maybe see a
familiar face or two!

ROAD SAFETY EVENT & POP-UP PARK

RANDALSTOWN YFC’S CHARITY 
TRACTOR & TRUCK RUN

REBOOTING RANDALSTOWN SCOUTS

Randalstown Scouts are looking for new
volunteers to join their existing enthusiastic team.
If you would like to get involved, email
join@randalstownscouts.org.uk or message
07564540799.

Scouting is about giving exciting opportunities to
young people of all ages and abilities.
For just a few hours a week, you can make the
world of difference to a young person. 

No matter your background or experience, they
have a place for you and all the support you will
need. From learning to work with groups in the
hall to becoming an hillwalking, archery or
canoeing instructor, they can help you develop as
far as you want at a time that suits you.
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MAINE LINE DANCERS
Maine Line Dancers would like to thank all who supported their fundraising by buying or selling their
Festival Nature Fireside Quiz.

Prize winners were:1st J. Drummond, Antrim;  2nd   L. McCrory, Toome;  3rd  I. Swann, Kells.

A total of £514 was raised for Northern Ireland Chest Heart and Stroke.

Thank you all for your support.

POEM
Thank you to Kenneth Murray who submitted the poem below to us. We hope you enjoy it as much as we
did.
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TRAIN YOUR BRAIN
General Knowledge

Crossword

1.What role did a Sin-eater have in history?
2. Why do leaves change colour in Autumn?
3. How did "War of the Worlds" cause a mass panic on October 30, 1938?
4. Where did the terms "Lunacy" and "Lunatic" originate from?
5. What do pumpkins, bananas, cucumbers and strawberries all have in common?
6. What is the difference between hibernation and migration?
7. What event started the tradition of Oktoberfest?
8. What did Scottish women do to see their future husbands on Halloween?
9. During the Salem Witch Trails Giles Corey was pressed to force a plea. How did he respond?
10. What is considered to be the unluckiest day? (Its happening this October)

Across
5. A sweet tasting condiment made from tree sap. 5
6. People are dying to get in. 9
8. Many fruits are grown in one of these. 7
9. Made from silk and used to catch bugs. 6 3
10. Harvests crops, as well as souls. 6
11. Grows new trees, loved by squirrels. 5
15. A period of time where supernatural creatures are their
most powerful. 8 4
17. Harvested and turned into Wine. 6
18. Mexican skulls made from sugar.
19. A popular autumn drink flavour. 7 5
20. Don't let it cross your path. 5 3

Down
1. An attempt to communicate with the dead. 6
2. A traditional Irish bread. 9
3. These trees regain green all year round. 9
4. A famous magician who died on Halloween. 7
7. A Gaelic festival marking the end of the harvest season. 7
12. A large pot used to brew potions. 8
13. Americans get lost in these. 4 4
14. Was responsible for making leaves green. 11
16. Transforms under a full moon. 8
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TRAIN YOUR BRAIN
Dingbats

Spooky Jokes
Why are ghosts so bad at lying? .... Because you can see right through them!

What’s a ghost’s favourite game? .... Hide and ghost seek!
Which monster is the best dancer? .... The Boogie Man!

 What do ghosts wear when they want to look extra good? .... Boo ties!
What do mummies like listening to on Halloween? .... Wrap music!

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
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TRAIN YOUR BRAIN 
ISUUE 102 ANSWERS

General KnowledgeCrossword

Riddles

Meatloaf
Magic Mike
Heaven Can Wait
Too Much Makeup
Derry Girls
Cajun Chicken
Bacon Sandwich
Cabaret
Parking Ticket
Going Under The Knife
Chop and Change
Penalty Shootout

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.

10.
11.
12.

Dingbats

Some tarts
Blackpool Tower
Around 10 - 20 years
Lyndon B. Johnson
Swimsuits
The ice cream was held in paper instead
of between cookies
False, Hyperthermia refers to heat while
Hypothermia refers to cold
To imitate the sound of a motorbike
National Ice Cream Month / National Ice
Cream Day
World War II

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

7.

8.
9.

10.

Sun
Ball
Hat

1.
2.
3.



TRAIN YOUR BRAIN
Colouring In - just for fun!


